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your determination, you are henceforth an alien
among your people. You may retain your civil
rights, but they will be useless to you, for you will
never be chosen by your fellow-citizens if you solicit1
their suffrages, and they will affect to scorn you if you
solicit their esteem. You will remain among me^
but you will be deprived of the rights of mankind.
Your fellow-creatures will shun you like an impure
being, and those who are most persuaded of your
innocence will abandon you too, lest they should be
shunned in their turn. Go in peace ! I have given
you your life, but it is an existence incomparably
worse than death."
Monarchical institutions have thrown an odium
upon despotism ; let us beware lest democratic
republics should restore oppression, and should
render it less odious and less degrading in the eyes of
the many, by making it still more onerous to the
few. ...                                                                   ^
The tendencies to which I have just alluded are as-
yet very slightly perceptible in political society, but
they already begin to exercise an unfavourable influ-
ence upon the national character of the Americans.
I am inclined to attribute the singular paucity of
distinguished political characters to the ever-increas-
ing activity of the despotism of the majority in the
United States. When the American Revolution
broke out they arose in great numbers, for public
opinion then served, not to tyrannize over, but to
direct the exertions of individuals. Those celebrated
men took a full part in the general agitation of mind
common at that period, and they attained a high
degree of personal fame, which was reflected back
upon the nation, but which was by no means
borrowed from it. ...
In free countries, where every one is more or less